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Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  second 

Annual  Report. 

Assuming  that  the  Population  has  increased  since  1891  in  the 
same  proportion  as  it  did  between  1381  and  1891,  we  had  a 
Population  in  the  middle  of  last  year  of  28,663. 

The  Registered  Births  were  881,  of  which  486  were  those  of 
Males,  and  395  those  of  Females.  Adding  the  births  in  Ormskirk 
Workhouse  of  two  female  children  whose  parents  belong  to  the 
District,  we  have  a  total  of  883  as  the  corrected  number  of 

Births  in  the  District. 

Five  hundred  Deaths  were  registered,  265  of  Males  and  235  of 
Females.  Adding  to  these  the  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  of  12 
Males  and  3  Females  who  belonged  to  the  District,  and  taking 
away  the  deaths  of  3  in  Southport  Fever  Hospital,  of  13  in  other 
Public  Institutions,  of  4  whose  bodies  were  washed  up  on  Altcar 
and  Formby  shores,  of  three  strangers  whose  bodies  were  found 
on  railway  lines,  and  of  two  invalids  who  died  soon  after  entering 
the  District,  we  have  the  deaths  of  264  -Males  and  226  Females 
—490  in  all — as  the  corrected  number  of  Deaths  in  the 
District. 

The  Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  excluding  three  in  Southport  Fever  Hospital,  were 
44.  We  had  also  two  deaths  from  Membranous  Croup, 
three  from  Erysipelas,  and  two  from  Puerperal  Fever. 
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The  Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 
numbered  91,  from  Influenza  10,  and  from  Phthisis 
Pulmonalis  34* 

The  registered  Deaths  under  one  year  numbered  109. 

The  population  being  estimated  as  above,  these  figures  give  us 
the  rates  in  the  first  column ;  the  rates  in  the  other  columns  are 
for  purposes  of  comparison. 


Ormskirk 
Rural  District. 

Rural 

Lancashire. 

Rural  Eng-  i 
land  and 
Wales. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

Birth-rate  per  1000 

of  population  . 

30-8 

29-13 

29-6 

1 

28-01 

29-48 

30-5 

31-4 

Death-rate  do. 

17-09 

15  94 

16-4 

17-31 

18-19 

1ST 

18-6 

19. 

20-2 

ZymoticDeath-rate  do 

1-53 

•77 

1-27 

1-16 

1-41 

19 

1-83 

Infant  Mortality  per 

1000  Births  . 

123 

118 

111 

124 

139 

148 

149 

1 

f 

: 

Ormskirk  Rural. 

Lancashire. 

1893 

1892 

1 

1891 

1892 

1891 

Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1000  of  population 

1-18 

1-51 

1-31 

1-34 

1-49 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate  ,,  ,, 

3-17 

3  51 

3-51 

4-24 

5-41 

Influenza  Death-rate  ,,  ,, 

•34 

•56 

•74 

•36 

•37 

The  Birth-rate,  Phthisis  Death-rate,  Respiratory  Diseases 
Death-rate,  and  Influenza  Death-rate  show  an  improvement  when 
compared  with  those  of  1892,  while  the  General  Death-rate, 
Zymotic  Diseases  Death-rate,  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate  are  not 
bo  good. 

If  the  deaths  over  seventy  years  of  age  are  taken  as  being  from 
Old  Age,  we  have  an  Old  Age  Death-rate  of  3*62  per 
1000  of  the  population,  or  21*22  per  cent,  of  the  whole* 


This  Table  shows  the  Acreage,  Estimated  Population,  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Public  Houses  and  Beerhouses,  Birth  Rates, 
Death  Rates,  Zymotic  Rates,  Phthisis  Rates,  Respiratory  Diseases  Rates,  and  Infant  Mortality. 
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ORMSKTRK  U.  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Infected  Houses  in  each  Township  with  the  numbers  of  Cases  and  Deaths 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  rates  for  the  years  previous  to  1891  being  corrected  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Census  of  that  year,  the  Death-rates  from  the  Seven 


Principal  Zymotic 
follows  : — 

Diseases  during  the  last  nine  years 

were  as 

1885  . 

...  1-75 

1890  . 

...  2- 

1886  . 

1- 

1891  . 

1*27 

1887  . 

...  1-8 

1892  . 

...  *77 

1888  . 

•91 

1893  . 

1*53 

1889  . 

..  1-48 

Average  of  nine  years 

...  1*39 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  recorded  during  the 
year  was  550,  against  168  in  1892,  356  in  1891,  and  1,129  in 
1890 — the  first  year  in  which  we  received  the  benefit  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act.  This  increase  is  principally 
due  to  the  larger  number  of  cases  of  Measles,  but  all  infectious 
diseases  show  an  increase  with  the  exceptions  of  Whooping  Cough 
and  Puerperal  Fever. 

I  visited  every  house,  some  many  times,  where  I  knew  of  the 
existence  of  infectious  disease,  except  in  two  cases  of  Erysipelas  : 
in  one  of  these  the  Medical  Attendant  gave  me  all  necessary 
information ;  and  in  the  other  case  a  relative.  Disinfection  was 
carried  out  in  both  cases. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  of  the  cases  were  notified  by 
medical  men,  the  remainder  being  discovered  in  other  ways, 
principally  by  my  enquiries. 

SMALLPOX. 

Fourteen  cases,  all  in  vaccinated  persons;  no  deaths.  I  saw  all 
the  cases,  either  in  consultation  with  or  by  the  permission  of 
the  medical  attendant. 

The  last  previous  case  in  the  District  occurred  in  Bur  cough, 
in  November,  1891. 

L _ Aughton.  H.  A.  S.,  20,  returned  from  Preston  on  the  20th 

of  May,  showing  the  rash  on  the  23rd.  Patient  was  re- vaccinated 
about  five  years  before,  but  had  poor  marks.  All  members  of  his 
family  were  re-vaccinated  on  the  23rd,  and  none  took  the  disease. 
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2. — Melling.  W.  A.,  28,  was  at  Liverpool  on  the  10th  and 
13th  of  May  ;  was  ill  and  vomited  on  the  21st,  left  work  and 
took  to  his  bed  on  the  22nd,  rash  appeared  on  the  24th.  The 
rash  was  much  modified,  but  copious  on  face  and  hands.  Had 
four  vaccination  marks.  I  successfully  re-vaccinated  his  wife  and 
two  young  children,  none  of  whom  took  the  disease. 

3* — Melling.  R,  R,  43,  visited  case  No.  2  on  7th  June  in  the 
temporary  absence  of  the  wife  ;  he  stated  that  he  did  not  go  into 
the  house  but  spoke  from  the  doorway.  The  rash  was  in  the 
vescular  stage  on  the  22nd.  The  attack  was  very  severe,  the 
rash  being  all  over  the  body  and  confluent  on  the  face  ;  the 
patient  was  seven  weeks  before  he  finished  “  scaling.”  Had  three 
marks  from  vaccination  in  infancy,  each  a  little  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  mother  and  brother  were  re¬ 
vaccinated. 

4.  — Melling.  T.  R,  39.  Had  a  few  much  modified  spots  on 
the  forehead,  which  probably  would  not  have  been  recognised  if 
the  disease  had  not  been  known  to  be  in  the  house.  Had  three 
faint  marks  from  vaccination  in  infancy.  Was  unsuccessfully  re¬ 
vaccinated  on  22nd  June,  but  a  subsequent  re- vaccination  was 
partly  successful,  leaving  one  small  mark.  The  mother  was  re¬ 
vaccinated  three  times,  but  without  success. 

5.  —  Bickerstaffe.  S.  S.,  16,  returned  from  service  in  Southport 
on  the  13th  July,  suffering  from  “  ehickenpox  ”  on  the  face, 
hands,  and  arms,  said  to  have  been  contracted  from  her  fellow- 
servant,  E.  T.  (see  case  No.  7).  A  mild  case. 

6.  — Bickerstaffe.  T.  S.,  18,  brother  of  last,  had  pain  in  the 
back  and  vomited  ;  noticed  a  rash  on  5th  August  as  red  spots, 
becoming  vesicular  on  the  6th.  Nine  inmates  of  the  house  were 
successfully  re-vaccinated,  and  none  took  smallpox. 

7.  Scarisbrick.  S.  T.,  1  /,  had  a  slight  rash  on  forehead  on 
20th  July;  had  vomited  several  days  previously;  had  two  faint 
vaccination  marks.  Her  sister,  E.  T.,  came  home  on  1st  July, 
from  the  same  house  as  case  No.  5,  suffering  from  “ehickenpox” 
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on  face  and  hands,  following  vomiting  and  “lumbago.’  She 
returned  to  service  on  the  18th  July,  and  was  said  to  have  two 
good  vaccination  marks. 

8.  — Scarisbrick.  Mrs.  T.,  40,  same  house  as  last,  was  taken  ill 
on  the  21st  July  with  vomiting  and  pain  in  the  back  ;  had  a 
slight  rash  subsequently.  Had  one  good  and  one  poor  vaccination 
mark. 

9.  — Scarisbrick,  G.  T.,  4.  Same  house  as  last ;  had  similar 
symptoms  on  the  24th  July,  and  a  very  slight  rash  afterwards. 
Had  one  good  and  one  poor  vaccination  mark. 

10.  — Scarisbrick.  J.  T.,  48.  Same  house  as  last;  had  similar 
but  severer  symptoms  on  2nd  August,  with  a  copious,  modified 
rash  later.  Had  two  good  marks. 

11.  — Burscough.  A.  B.,  3,  was  feverish,  and  had  a  very  slight 
rash  about  the  middle  of  November.  One  vaccination  mark,  the 
size  of  a  florin,  from  the  vesicles  having  run  together. 

12.  — Burscough.  H.  B.,  5,  same  house  as  last;  had  similar 
symptoms  and  a  similar  vaccination  mark. 

13.  — Burscough.  AY.  B,  2.  Same  house  as  last;  had  a  rash 
like  “shingles”  on  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  thighs,  followed  by  a  copious  rash  of  modified  small¬ 
pox  on  the  face  and  a  few  spots  on  the  hands.  Had  one  vaccina¬ 
tion  mark  the  size  of  a  shilling.  Five  persons  in  the  house  were 
re- vaccinated,  all  successfully,  except  the  next  case. 

14. — Burscough.  H.  B.,  3  months,  same  house  as  last;  had  a 
slight  and  much  modified  rash  on  the  Gth  of  December,  so  must 
have  contracted  smallpox  some  days  before  he  was  re-vaccinated. 
Had  one  small  mark  from  the  first  vaccination. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  cases  :  nine  deaths,  including  one 
registered  as  from  diphtheria,  but  which  occurred  in  a  house 
where  two  others  died  from  scarlet  fever,  one  a  few  days 
before  and  the  others  a  few  days  after. 
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One  hundred  and  two  of  the  cases  were  notified  in  the  first 
place  by  the  medical  attendant,  fourteen  were  notified  by  medical 
men  called  in  after  I  had  visited  and  discovered  the  disease, 
eleven  were  notified  by  clergymen,  schoolmasters,  ani  school¬ 
mistresses,  and  the  remaining  forty-three  were  discovered  by  my 
enquiries. 

Bispham  was  the  only  township  in  which  no  case  occurred 

The  disease  was  mostly  of  a  mild  type;  but  in  Aughton,  where 
apparently  isolated  cases  occurred  at  intervals  through  the  year 
it  was  sometimes  accompanied  by  severe  throat  symptoms. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  cases  in  Scarisbrick  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  Pinfold  School,  a  few  days  after  I  had  examined  the 
children  and  found  two  desquamating  :  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  justify  the  prosecution  of  the  parent  of  these  two. 

All  the  cases  in  Downholland  and  Lycliate  were  in  connection 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  School,  Lydiate.  All  the  Simonswood 
cases  were  traceable  to  Kirkby  Schools,  and  on  my  acquainting 
the  West  Derby  Union  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  with  the  fact, 
their  Medical  Officer  of  Health  advised  the  closing  of  the  School, 
which  was  done,  and  arrested  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

A  schoolmaster  was  of  great  service  to  the  Authority  in  the 
end  of  January.  He  wrote  to  inform  me  of  a  case  of  “  measles,’ 
which  I  found  on  visiting  to  be  one  of  scarlet  fever.  I  knew  of 
no  case  near,  but  on  questioning  the  mother  of  the  patient,  found 
a  son  had  been  home  ten  days  before,  whose  throat  she  had 
noticed  to  be  rough  from  paraffin  having  been  rubbed  on  it  for 
“sore  throat.”  Going  to  the  farm  where  he  worked,  I  found  this 
lad  and  his  “sleeping  mate”  to  be  desquamating.  On  examining 
the  other  members  of  the  household  I  found  a  maid-servant  who 
had  almost  finished  desquamating  :  she  had  been  to  her  home  in 
another  township  about  a  month  before,  but  said  all  there  were 
well.  Next  day  I  went  to  her  home  and  found  there  a  child 
desquamating.  This  family  had  been  buying  milk  lately  from  a 
neighbouring  farm,  where  disinfection  for  this  disease  had  been 
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carried  out  on  the  20th  of  December.  I  had  forbidden  the  sale 
of  milk  from  the  farm  during  the  existence  there  of  the  disease 
and  for  a  fortnight  afterwards,  but  suspect  that  milk  must  have 
been  sold  before  that  time  expired.  I  had  considerable  difficulty 
to  get  one  house  disinfected,  as  the  occupiers  insisted  that  the 
patient  had  naturally  a  rough  skin,  and  had  not  had  the  disease. 
All  the  cases  mentioned  were  afterwards  notified  by  medical  men. 

1  believe  we  would  have  had  many  more  cases  but  for  the 
timely  warning  of  the  schoolmaster. 

Co 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Seventeen  eaces  ;  seven  deaths. 

No  two  households  were  supplied  with  milk  from  the  same 
dairy.  In  no  case  was  there  any  history  of  contagion,  but 
the  relatives  of  the  two  last  cases  frequently  went  in  and  out 
of  each  other's  houses,  so  one  child  may  have  taken  it  from 
the  other. 

1.  — J.  W.  P.,  12  years  (died).  Was  always  liable  to  croup; 
was  ill  four  days  and  died  half-an-hour  after  being  seen  by  a 
doctor.  Sanitary  conditions  excellent,  but  a  cracked  “wash-out” 
closet  burst  in  the  frost  four  weeks  ago,  causing  a  flow  of  water 
into  the  scullery  and  bad  smells.  Southport  water. 

2.  — T.  W.,  7  years  (died).  No  drainage  ;  slops  used  on  large 
garden  ;  no  nuisance  observable.  Southport  water. 

3.  — R.  A.,  9  years.  No  drainage  ;  slops  used  on  land.  Water 
from  shallow  well,  which  analysis  showed  not  to  be  very  bad. 
Southport  water  now  on. 

-t  and  5. — W.  H  ,  11  years  (died) ;  E.  PI.,  1G  years. — No  drain¬ 
age  ;  slops  thrown  on  midden  six  yards  from  house.  Cat  healthy. 
Watercarried  from  a  distance  and  the  best  in  the  neighbourhood. 

G. — I). A.,  3  years  (died).  Drain  to  cesspool  untrapped  ;  privy 
very  foul.  Southport  water. 

7. — J.  D.,  9  years.  Drainage  good  ;  privy  very  foul.  Water 
apparently  good. 
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8  and  9. — M.  T.,  3  years,  and  E.  T.,  5  years.  Sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  good.  Cats  healthy.  Cows  healthy.  Water  apparently 
good. 

10.  — S.  H.,  2  years  (died  from  membranous  croup).  Drainage 
deficient;  other  sanitary  arrangements  good.  Water  from  rock. 

11.  — W.  R.  S.,  2J  years.  Soil  pipe  of  w.c.  insufficiently  ven¬ 
tilated  ;  cesspool  defective;  ashpit  uncovered.  Cat  healthy. 
Southport  water. 

12.  — W.  P.,  8  years.  Sanitary  arrangements  very  good. 
Water  filthy.  A  water  main  is  now  being  laid  to  this  and  ad¬ 
joining  premises  by  the  Southport  Water  Company. 

13. - — J.  Q.,  3  years  (died  from  membranous  croup).  No  drain 
age ;  slops  thrown  into  a  pit  five  yards  from  the  house ;  ashpit 
filthy  and  uncovered.  Water  apparently  good. 

11. — -J.  R.,  7  years.  Drains  defective;  ashpit  uncovered. 
There  was  a  death  from  diphtheria  in  this  house  four  years  ago. 
Cows  healthy.  Water  has  good  appearance  but  “  very  ochrey  ” 
(containing  much  lime).  We  hope  to  have  a  town  supply  taken 
to  this  farm. 

15.  — E.  M.  W.,  12  years.  Cesspool  too  full;  other  sanitary 
arrangements  good.  Two  cases  of  whooping  cough  in  the  house. 
Southport  water. 

16.  — E.  A.  H.,  4J  yeais.  No  drainage  ;  is  a  catchpit  close  to 
the  house.  Water  from  a  fiel  1  drain.  We  hope  to  get  a  supply 
of  town’s  water  to  this  and  following  house. 

17.  —T.  L.,  3  years  (died).  Next  door  to  last.  No  drainage. 
Water  as  last. 

FEVER -ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID,  AND  CONTINUED. 

Sixty-three  cases;  eight  deaths.  These  figures  show  a  large 
increase  when  compared  with  those  of  fonner  years:  we  had 
15  cases  in  1890,  20  in  1891,  and  28  in  1892. 

Many  of  the  cases  were  directly  due  to  the  carelessness  or 
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ignorance  of  the  sufferers  concerning  the  infectiousncss  of 
the  disease.  It  is  not  unusual  for  me,  on  visiting  a  house 
where  this  disease  exists,  to  find  healthy  persons  occupying  the 
same  sleeping  apartment  as  the  patient  ;  sometimes  I  have  found 
attendants  having  their  meals  in  the  sick  room.  When  remon¬ 
strated  with  they  usually  tell  me  that  “  the  doctor  said  that  the 
disease  is  not  catching,  being  one  the  seeds  of  which  must  be  eaten 
or  drank.”  Though  the  disease  is  not  “catching”  in  the  same 
wav  as  measles  or  scarlet  fever,  a  glance  through  the  list  of  our 
cases  will  show  how  frequently  with  us  the  disease  spreads  directly 
from  one  person  to  another. 


If  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  district  would  insist  on 
strict  isolation,  we  should  have  fewer  cases. 


No. 

Patient. 

Age. 

Remarks  as  to  probable  cause,  &c. 

Water  supply. 

1  , 

G.  S. 

15 

Imported 

Southport  Co 

o 

J.  T. 

11  1 

Filthy  surroundings 

Do. 

3 

D.  T. 

9  ! 

Occurred  in  same  house  as  last 

Do. 

4 

J.  c. 

14 

i 

There  was  an  imported  case 
six  weeks  earlier  at  the 
house  of  the  nearest  neigh¬ 
bour  on  the  east  side. 
Sanitary  surroundings  ex¬ 
cellent  but  for  manure 
heap  being  too  near  the 
house. 

Do. 

5 

J.  B. 

34 

Drains  defective,  through 
carelessness 

Do. 

6 

M.  T. 

*? 

mJ 

In  same  house  as  Nos.  2  &  3 

Do. 

7 

T.  T. 

16 

Ditto. 

Do. 

8 

J.  F. 

18 

Surroundings  filthy.  In 

nearest  house  on  the  west 
side  to  case  No.  4  ;  no 
connection  traceable  be¬ 
tween  cases 

Do. 

9 

J.  F. 

12 

Slept  in  same  bedroom  as 
last  patient,  though  parent 
was  warned  by  medical 
attendant  and  myself 

Do. 

10 

M.  F. 

n 

( 

Ditto. 

Do. 

11 

R.  F. 

13 

Ditto. 

Do. 

12 

F.  M.  EL 

13 

Bad  water;  Southport  water 
put  on  later 

Filthy  ditch 

14 


No. 

Patient. 

Age. 

Remarks  as  to  probable  cause,  &c. 

)  Water  supply. 

13 

M.  1). 

11 

The  motions  of  a  case  which 
occurred  eight  weeks 
earlier  wure  thrown  down 
the  privy  seat,  contrary 
to  orders  and  without 
any  disinfection.  The 

house  is  the  nearest  on 
the  east  side  to  that  in 
which  case  No.  4  occurred. 

Southport  Co 

14 

A.  H. 

8 

In  same  house  as  No.  12 

Filthy  ditch 

15 

J.  R.  M. 

12 

Insanitary  surroundings  from 
want  of  drainage,  &c. 

Shallow  well 

16 

M.  T. 

21 

Ditto. 

Do. 

17 

W.  S. 

31 

Imported.  Water  was  ana¬ 
lysed  in  1892  and  passed 
as  excellent 

Deep  well 

18 

R.  J. 

10 

Surroundings  insanitary 

Southport  Co. 

19 

J.  T. 

6 

Ditto. 

Shallow  well 

20 

M.  P. 

18 

Cause  doubtful 

Do. 

21 

M.  H. 

7 

Surroundings  insanitary 

Southport  Co. 

22 

E.  E. 

53 

Water  very  bad 

Running  ditch 

23 

E.  B 

23 

Imported 

Shallow  well 

24 

S.  V. 

10 

Imported.  Southport  water 
put  on  to  house  later 

Rainwater 

25 

J.  w. 

28 

Cause  doubtful 

Shallow  well 

26 

M.  C. 

28 

Ditto. 

Do. 

27 

J.  M. 

11 

Ditto. 

Do. 

28 

E.  P. 

22 

Imported 

Southport  Co. 

29 

C.  W. 

7 

Defective  drainage 

Do. 

30 

H.  T. 

18 

Probably  imported,  but  sur¬ 
roundings  very  insanitary 

Shallow  well 

31 

H.  F, 

14 

(Continued  fever.)  Cause 
doubtful 

Do. 

32 

J.  s. 

21 

Probably  imported ;  sur¬ 
roundings  good 

Southport  Co. 

33 

M.  W. 

18 

(Continued fever.)  Imported 
from  another  part  of  dis¬ 
trict 

Shallow  well 

34 

E.  G, 

17 

Surroundings  insanitary. 
An  dvsis  showed  the 

t. 

water  to  be  fairly  good 

Deep  well 

35 

W.  T. 

23 

Surroundings  insanitary 

Rainwater 

36 

J,  H.  M. 

10 

No  cause  apparent 

Southport  Co. 

37 

T.  G. 

50 

Surroundings  insanitary 

Shallow  well 

38 

T.  T. 

46 

No  cause  apparent 

Rainwater 

39 

1 

M.  B. 

40 

Imported,  Surroundings 

good 

Southport  Co, 

15 


No  .1 

Patient. 

Age. 

Remarks  as  to  probable  cause,  &c. 

Water  supply. 

40 

T.  L. 

12 

Surroundings  very  clean. 
Water  from  field  drain 
used  in  preference  to  that 
from  the  well,  though  the 
latter  was  passed  by  the 
Authority 

Field  drain 

41 

H.  G.  [ 

30 

Imported.  Sanitary  sur¬ 
roundings  excellent 

Southport  Co. 

42 

R,  S. 

25 

Surroundings  insanitary. 
Case  No.  84  lives  a  few 
yards  away 

Deep  well 

43 

J.  T. 

29 

Rainwater  tank  being  dry, 
owing  to  the  long  drought, 
this  patient  drank  water 
from  a  running  ditch 
polluted  with  Ormskirk 
sewage 

Rainwater 

44 

H.  B. 

23 

Imported 

Southport  Co. 

45 

H.  G. 

21 

Drinks  ditch  -  water  when 
working  in  fields 

Do. 

46 

J.  L. 

33 

Surroundings  insanitary 

Shallow  well 

47 

M.  M. 

Nursed  case  No.  39 
(N.B. — This  series  is  being 
carried  on  into  1894). 

Southport  Co. 

48 

A.  S. 

37 

Surroundings  insanitary. 
Southport  Co.’s  water  to 
be  put  on  premises 

Shallow  well 

49 

M.  M. 

22 

Cause  doubtful 

Do. 

50 

H.  Y. 

32 

Nursed  case  No.  43  (his 
wife) :  took  ill  twenty 
days  after  her 

Rainwater 

51 

'  M.  S. 

9 

Was  in  same  house  as  case 
No.  48,  whose  sick  room 
she  visited  several  times, 
sometimes  staying  there 
for  an  hour 

Shallow  well 

52 

H.  S. 

9 

No  cause  apparent 

Southport  Co. 

53 

A.  I). 

21 

Imported 

No  cause  apparent 

Do. 

54 

M.  J. 

35 

Shallow  well 

55 

C.  Y. 

6 

Probably  visited  sick  room 
of  case  No.  50  in  same 
house 

Rainwater 

56 

B.  A. 

14 

Surroundings  filthy 

Southport  Co. 

57 

W.  AV. 

23 

Bad  water  at  farm  where  he 

Shallow  well 

i 

i 

worked 

i 

4 

16 


No. 

Patient. 

Age. 

Remarks  as  to  probable  cause,  &c. 

|  Wa^er  supply. 

1 

58 

M.  G. 

zo 

Nursed  case  No.  51  through¬ 
out  illness.  (N.B. — This 
series  cf  cases  is  not  yet 
finished,  being  continued 
in  1894.) 

Do. 

59 

S.  S. 

16 

Imported.  Surroundings 

excellent 

Southport  Co. 

60 

K.  T. 

11 

Surroundings  filthy  ;  all 
drains  blocked 

Do. 

61 

W.  W. 

21 

Imported 

Shallow  well 

62 

W.  H. 

66 

Surroundings  insanitary;  no 
drains 

Do. 

63 

E.  C. 

30 

Surroundings  filthy 

Do. 

Water  Supply  of  Houses  affected  with  Enteric  and 

Continued  Fever. 


Source  of  supply. 

Number  of  houses 
affected  from  all 
causes. 

Number  when  the  houses 
in  which  the  probable 
cause  (not  being  water) 
is  known,  are  subtracted 

Southport  Co . 

22 

o 

Shallow  well  . 

21 

8 

Rainwater  tank 

5 

0 

mJ 

Deep  well . 

3 

0 

Ditch 

2 

1 

Field  drain  . 

1 

1 

Total... 

54 

14 

MEASLES. 

Cases,  236  ;  Deaths,  5.  Not  being  a  notifiable  disease  in  this 
district,  there  may  have  been  numerous  cases  of  which  I  did 
not  hear, 


Many  cases  were  notified  by  School  Teachers,  School  Attendance 
Officers,  and  Parents,  but  the  bulk  were  discovered  by  following 
up  the  absentees  from  school.  Twenty  cases  of  “  measles  ” 
followed  up  in  this  way  in  Scarisbrick  proved  to  be  of  scarlet 
fever  ;  also  cases  in  Altcar,  Burscough,  Downholland,  Hesketh, 
Lydiate,  and  Tarleton. 

Most  of  the  cases  in  Banks  were  the  result  of  a  Schoolmaster 
neglecting  to  inform  me  of  the  first  cases  in  connection  with  his 
school :  the  closing  of  two  schools  might  not  have  been  needed 
if  this  had  been  done. 

DIARRHCEA  AND  DYSENTERY. 

Sixteen  deaths.  Very  many  cases,  owing  to  the  hot  summer, 
which  thus  raised  our  Zymotic  Rate. 

Some  of  the  deaths  were  of  infants  who  were  fed  from  bottles 
with  insufficiently  cleansed  tubing. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Nineteen  cases ;  three  deaths. 

One  patient,  a  woman  who  was  being  confined,  took  the  disease 
from  another  case  in  the  same  house,  but  fortunately  recovered. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Three  cases  ;  two  deaths. 

One  fatal  case  was  notified  at  the  same  time  and  from  the  same 
house  as  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  :  the  latter  patient  had  been  home 
for  five  days  only  :  on  examining  the  other  children  I  found  two 
of  them  desquamating.  Inquiry  showed  that  the  deceased  knew 
of  her  children  having  the  disease,  but  that  she  concealed  it  lest 
I  should  report  the  state  of  the  house  to  the  Authority,  in  which 
case  she  was  afraid  the  owner  would  pull  down  the  house  rather 
than  do  the  necessary  work. 

THE  PROPOSED  HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

PATIENTS. 

I  much  t  egret  that  we  have  made  so  little  progress  towards 
providing  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases ;  until  we 
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have  this  we  can  do  comparatively  little  to  check  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease.  The  one  consolation  we  have  is  that  we  have 
done  our  best,  and  that  we  have  failed  so  far  simply  because  we 
cannot  get  a  suitable  central  site.  The  twelve  selected  by  the 
sub-committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  were  objected  to  by  the 
people  in  each  neighbourhood.  I  hope  we  shall  soon  obtain  a 
good  one,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  have  what  Sanitary 
Authorities  will  certainly  be  forced  to  provide  in  the  near  future- 

THE  ARRANGEMENT  WITH  THE  SOUTHPORT 

CORPORATION. 

The  subjoined  copy  of  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Health  Committee  will  show  in  what  a  neighbourly  manner  the 
Corporation  is  prepared  to  assist  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority: — 

1st  March,  1893. 

“  Dr.  Peck,  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ormskirk  Union  Rural  Sanitary 
“  Authority,  appeared  before  the  Committee  and  applied  that  his  Authority 
“might  be  allowed  to  send  a  limited  number  of  cases  from  (Rural)  North 
“  Meols,  Hesketh,  Tarleton,  and  from  a  portion  of  Rufford  and  Scarisbrick, 
“  to  the  Borough  Hospital.  He  undertook,  in  the  event  of  the  required 
“  permission  being  granted,  that  no  case  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
“  Hospital  until  the  particulars  thereof  had  been  furnished  to  Dr.  Vernon, 
“  and  his  order  for  admission  obtained.”  Resolved,  That  the  said  applica¬ 
tion  be  granted,  and  that  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  be  charged  5s.  per 
day  per  case  for  the  accommodation. 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  Primitive  Methodist  School,  Banks,  was  closed  on  the  21st 
March  for  four  weeks  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles ; 
St.  Stephen’s  Church  School,  Banks,  was  closed  for  four  weeks  on 
the  26th  April  for  a  similar  reason.  The  Roman  Catholic  School 
Lydiate,  was  closed  for  six  weeks  from  the  27th  of  May  on 
account  of  Scarlet  Fever.  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  School) 
Scarisbrick,  for  four  weeks  from  the  1 9th  on  account  of  Measles ; 
and  the  Township  School  for  six  weeks  from  the  28th  June  on 
account  of  Scarlet  Fever.  St.  Anne’s  School,  Anghton,  was  closed 
for  four  weeks  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  Lord’s  Gate  School, 
Burscough,  for  four  weeks  on  the  5th  July,  both  on  account  of 
Measles. 

In  most  cases  these  periods  were  practically  lengthened  by 
holidays  being  just  over  at  the  time  of  the  order,  or  just 


beginning  at  the  time  of  its  expiration  ;  the  measure  was  success¬ 
ful  in  all  cases.  Several  Managers  closed  the  schools  under  their 
charge  as  soon  as  the  examinations  were  over,  and  thus  prevented 
them  from  being  infected  with  Measles. 

The  schools  were  disinfected  and  “cleaned  down  ”  before  being 
re-opened,  and  in  one  case  I  attended  the  re-opening  and  examined 
each  child  before  it  was  admitted. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Ninety-five  more  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  South- 
port  Water  Company's  mains,  and  we  had  at  the  end  of  the  year 
4T92  per  cent,  of  the  inhabited  houses  supplied  by  public  service- 
This  is  good — excellent  when  we  consider  the  scattered 
population  of  the  district — but  I  hope  that  by  the  end  of  1894  a 
much  larger  proportion  will  be  supplied  in  this  manner.  The 
Southport  Water  Company  has  agreed  to  lay  a  main  about  three 
miles  in  length  from  Ainsdale  to  Halsall  along  Carr  Moss-lane ; 
also  one  about  600  yards  long  down  Jackson’s  Common,  Scaris- 
brick. ;  also  to  extend  the  main  from  near  Park  House,  past  the 
“  Morris  Dancers,”  to  Snape  Green,  Scarisbrick,  a  distance  of 
about  one  mile ;  and  to  extend  the  Morris-lane  Main.  The  total 
length  of  pipes  proposed  to  be  laid  is  about  five  miles. 

It  appears  probable  that  Melling,  and  perhaps  some  of  the 
adjoining  townships,  will  soon  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  public 
supply.  On  the  i2th  December  a  Local  Government  Board 
Inquiry  was  held  at  St.  Helens  before  Major  General  Orozier  and 
Mr.  Kurd,  to  consider  the  proposal  of  the  St.  Helens  Corporation 
to  draw  part  of  their  water  supply  from  a  deep  well  in  Melling. 
It  being  probable  that  the  surrounding  district  will  be  deprived 
of  part  of  its  water  supply,  the  Authority  was  represented  by 
counsel  (Mr.  Sutton),  the  Guardian  for  Melling  (Mr.  John  Voce), 
and  its  officers.  An  arrangement  was  come  to,  by  which  the 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority  obtains  five  per  cent.,  if  required,  of 
the  total  yield  of  the  well  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  1,000  gallons,  the 
water  to  be  delivered  at  any  of  the  Corporation  pumping  stations 
in  Melling,  and  the  Authority  to  provide  the  means  of  distributing 


the  water.  As  pumping  may  not  be  continuous,  the  Authority 
will  bear  part  of  the  cost  of  erecting  a  covered  tank  of  not 
more  than  40,000  gallons  capacity,  to  be  kept  as  full  as  may  be 
practicable  by  the  Corporation. 

The  five  per  cent,  will  provide  an  ample  supply  of  good  water 
for  Melling  for  many  years.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  an 
analysis  of  the  water  made  by  Dr.  Robertson,  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  St.  Helens. 


Analysis  of  sample  of  water  from  the  Melling  borehole  : — 


Free  Ammonia,  parts  per  hundred  thousand 
Combined  Ammonia,  parts  per  hundred  thousand 
Chlorine,  grains  per  gallon  „ 

Total  Hardness,  degrees,  Clark’s  scale 
Permanent  Hardness,  degrees,  Clark’s  scale 

Public  Supplies  at  the  end  of  1893. 


•000 

•022 

2-3 

20-4 

12-3 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES  AT  THE  END  OF  1893. 


Aughton. 

Banks. 

Bickerstaffe. 

Burscougli. 

F  ormby . 

Halsall. 

Lydiate. 

Maghull. 

&b 

.5 

r— 1 

CD 

k— i 

Scansbrick. 

Simonswood. 

Totals. 

Liverpool  Corporation  ... 

1 

1 

Ormskirk  Local  Board  ... 

61 

34 

2 

97 

St.  Helens  Corporation  ... 

24 

24 

Skelmersdale  Local  Board 

35 

35 

Southport  Water  Co . 

. 

512 

317 

972 

55 

59 

139 

129 

... 

2183 

Total  Houses  Supplied  ... 

573 

317 

69 

2 

972 

55 

59 

139 

1 

129 

24 

2340 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

Forty -four  supplies  were  analysed — fifty-one  analyses  being 
made.  This  difference  in  figures  came  about  through  some  con¬ 
demned  wells  being  cleaned  and  restored,  and  then  offered  as  a 
supply,  necessitating  a  second  or  third  analysis, 
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Four  of  the  supplies  were  passed  as  good  or  excellent ;  five 
were  passed  on  condition  that  the  owners  took  proper  steps  to 
preserve  them  from  pollution  ;  three  were  accepted  temporarily ; 
and  thirty-two  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  use. 

At  the  first  glance  the  number  condemned  seems  large,  but 
when  you  consider  that  most  of  the  samples  were  analysed 
because  they  were  suspected  of  being  bad,  you  will  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  result. 


WATER  ANALYSES. 


Township.  Place.  Owner.  Nature  of  Supply.  Result. 


1 

Altcar 

Railway  Cottages 

C.  C.  C. 

Shallow  well 

Passed 

o 

** 

Aughton 

Clieves  Hills 

H.  U. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

3 

Altcar  Lane 

H.  H. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

4 

Near  Swan  Inn 

W.  P. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

5 

Biekerstaffe 

Long  Lane 

J.  T. 

Old  Shallow  well 

Passed  con¬ 
ditionally 

6 

>> 

Barrow  Nook 

T.&C.C. 

Deep  well,  restored 
after  condemnation 

Condemned 

m 

1 

J  5 

y  y 

M.  R. 

Shallow  well,  res¬ 
tored  after  con¬ 
demnation 

Accepted  tem¬ 
porarily 

8 

5  y 

yy 

M.  R. 

Same  well,  later  in 
summer 

Condemned 

9 

W.  F. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

10 

y  y 

y  y 

W.  F. 

Same,  cleaned  and 
restored 

Condemned 

11 

G.  H. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

12 

,, 

y  y 

yy 

G.  H. 

New  shallow  well  on 
almost  same  spot 

Condemned 

13 

14 

y  y 

y  y 

M.  H. 
M.  H. 

Old  deep  well 

Same  well,  cleaned 

Condemned 

Condemned 

15 

y  y 

y  y 

M.  H. 

Same  well,  cleaned 
and  re-rung 

Condemned 

10 

y  y 

Barrow  Nook 
Delph 

J.  S. 

Shallow  well 

Passed  con¬ 
ditionally 

17 

Barrow  Nook 

M.  R. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

18 

y  y 

y  y 

T.&C.C. 

Deep  experimental 
boring 

Passed  con¬ 
ditionally 

19 

Burscough 

Bath  Farm 

S.  B. 

Spring 

Passed 

20 

Canal  Bank 

E.  F. 

Shallow  well 

Passed 

21 

Downholland 

Near  Canal  Bridge 

T.  M. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

22 

5  y 

y  y 

T.  M. 

Same,  after  restora¬ 
tion 

Condemned 

23 

24 

yy 

Near  Haskayne 
Bridge 

T.  M. 

J.  T. 

New  deep  well 

New  shallow  well 

Passed 

Condemned 

25 

Form  by 

Three  Tuns  Lane 

A.  P. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

20 

y  y 

Cheapside 

M.  T. 

Restored  shallow 
well 

Condemned 

22 


Township.  _  Place.  Owner.  Nature  of  Supply.  _  Result. 


27 

53 

Sunnyside 

W.  F.  B. 

New  shallow  well 

Accepted  tem¬ 
porarily 

28 

55 

Ravensmeols 

Lane 

R.  F. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

29 

55 

5  5 

R.  F. 

Same,  after  restora¬ 
tion 

Condemned 

30 

55 

Three  Tuns  Lane 

M.  R. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

31 

5  > 

White  House 
Farm 

W.  F.  B. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

32 

5  5 

Rimmer's 

Avenue 

J.  R. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

33 

5  5 

Massam’s  Lane 

M.  M. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

34 

Halsall 

Shirdley  Hill 

R.  D. 

Shallow  well 

Passed  con¬ 
ditionally 

35 

5  5 

Carr  Moss  L  ine 

R.  A. 

Shallow  well 

Accepted  tem¬ 
porarily 

31? 

5  5 

Halsall  Hill 

T.  M. 

Deep  well 

Passed  con¬ 
ditionally 

37 

5  5 

Morris  Lane 

M.  &  P. 

Shallow  well 

Condemned 

38 

Lydiate 

Running  Horses 

E.  &W. 

Restored  shallow 
well 

Accepted  tem¬ 
porarily 

39 

Melling 

Waddicar  Lane 

w.  r. 

Restored  deep  well 

Condemned 

40 

Scarisbrick 

Jackson’s 

Common 

T.  M. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

41 

5  5 

E.  H. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

42 

5  5 

?  3 

W.  E.R. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

43 

5  5 

T.  M. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

44 

5  5 

Near  Morris 
Dancers 

E.  P. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

45 

5  * 

Snape  Green 

J.  T. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

46 

>  ? 

3  5 

J.  T. 

Same,  restored 

Condemned 

47 

5  5 

Near  Snape  Green 

T.  M. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

48 

3  5 

J.  T. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

49 

Simonswood 

Sponcer  House 

H.  W. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

50 

*  5 

Moses  House 

H.  W. 

Old  shallow  well 

Condemned 

51 

Tarleton 

Manor  View 

J.  H. 

Underground  rain¬ 
water  tank 

Condemned 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

In  September,  acting  on  instructions  received  from  you,  I 
prosecuted  a  person  for  allowing  his  son  to  expose  himself  on 
the  public  highway  in  Bickerstaffe  while  suffering  from  smallpox. 
The  Bench  inflicted  a  penalty  of  forty  shilling  and  costs. 

Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  taken  in  two  other  cases, 
particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 


HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION. 
Four  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


K2 

(A) 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1893, 

In  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  Ormskirk  Union, 

CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES,  AGES,  AND  LOCALITIES. 


Names  of  Localitie  s  adopted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  these  Statistics ;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate  localities.  (See 
note  4  on  back  0/  sheet.) 

( Columns  for  Population  and  Births  are  in 

Table  B.) 

(a) 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at 
subjoined  Ages. 

i 

At  all 
ages. 

(&) 

Under 

1 

year. 

(c) 

1 

and 

under 

5 

( d ) 

5 

and 

under 

15 

(e) 

15 

and 

under 

25 

(/) 

25 

and 

under 

65 

(9) 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards. 

(h) 

ALTCAR  . 

7 

1 

•  c 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

l 

AUGHT  ON  . 

75 

18 

11 

4 

5 

17 

20 

BANKS  . 

31 

5 

4 

6 

3 

5 

8 

BICKERSTAFFE . 

38 

6 

7 

1 

2 

10 

12 

BISPHAM . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

BURSCOUGH  . 

42 

8 

8 

2 

2 

12 

10 

DOWNHOLLAND  . 

9 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

FORMBY  . 

84 

15 

8 

3 

3 

31 

24 

HALS  ALL  . 

28 

8 

1 

1 

3 

9 

6 

HESKETH  . 

17 

5 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

LYDIATE . 

17 

5 

■  w  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

4 

MAGHULL . 

24 

8 

•  • 

•  •  • 

2 

10 

4 

MELLING . 

23 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5 

8 

RUFFORD  . 

11 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

SCARISBRICK  . 

33 

4 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

16 

SIMONSWOOD  . 

10 

2 

1 

1 

#  • 

1 

5 

TARLETON . 

33 

11 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

8 

11 

ST.  anne’s  industrial) 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

SCHOOLS,  FORMBY .  j 

SHAFTESBURY  HOUSE  ASY-  ) 

5 

*  •  • 

•  . 

•  *  % 

1 

2 

2 

LUM,  FORMBY  .  ) 

SOUTHPORT  FEVER  HOSPI-  | 
TAL,  BANKS .  ) 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  * 

1 

•  •  • 

Totals  . 

500 

108 

55 

33 

29 

136 

139 

(i) 


Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  .. 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Under  5  , . 
5  upwards 
•  nder  5  . . 
5  upwards 
Un-ier  5  . . 
5  upwards 
U'W-der  5  . . 
5  upwards 


Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 


Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 


Und^r  5  . . 
5  upwards 


Under  5  . . 
5  upwards 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  J  ive  ’i  ears  op  Age. 
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1 

6 

29 

40 

9 
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13 

25 
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16 

26 

6 
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61 

9 

19 
8 
9 
5 

12 

8 

16 

16 

4 
« 

1 

26 

3 

13 

20 


163 

1337 


The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  lie  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality.  See  Xotc  5  on  back. 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among 
persons  belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among 
persons  not  belonging  thereto. 
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HERBERT  PECK,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NOTES  ON  TABLES  A 


K2  11. 

(B) 


Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming*  to  the 

knowledge  ot  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1893,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Ormskirk, 
classified  according  to  DISEASES,  AGES,  and  LOCALITIES. 


Population  at 
all  Ages. 
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Number  of  such  Oases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the 


pose  oi  these  Statistics  ;  public  institutions 
being:  shown  as  separate  localities. 

(See  note  2  on  back  of  sheet.) 
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SYSTEMATIC  VISITING 


lias  been  made  during  the  year  and  is  practically  always  going 
on. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

I  am  indebted  to  Superintendents  Jervis  and  Norris  of  the 
County  Police  for  the  information  that  fourteen  samples  of 
spirits  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year,  all  proving  to  be 
genuine  except  one  sample  of  whisky ;  in  that  instance  the 
vendor  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  prosecution. 

Appended  are 

(1; — Tables  A  and  B  of  the  Local  Government  Board  ; 

(2)  — Table  C  of  the  County  Council  of  Lancaster  ; 

(3)  — The  Inspector’s  Annual  Report ; 

(4)  — The  Annual  Report  on  Canal  Boats. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


HERBERT  PECK, 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.Eclin.,  D.P.H. Cambridge, 
M.O.H.  Ormskirk  Union  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 
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Table  C,  county  of  Lancaster. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1893. 


ORMSKIRK  RURAL  S  Art  IT  ARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  Statute  Acres — 73,574.  Population ,  enumerated  1891— 
28,111.  Population ,  estimated  1893 — 28,663. 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  LLeTlth  — Herbert  Peck. 

Date  of  Appointment — March  25th,  1892.  With  or  without 

sanction  of  Local  Government  Board — With.  Salary — £300. 


Births  Registered  j  jUaie  MT  {Tota1’  883' 

Deaths  Registered  j  jUale  240  {Total>  B06- 

Birth-rate — 308.  Death-rate — -17  09.  Rate  of  Infant  Deaths 

under  one  year  to  1,000  Births — 123. 

Death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  per  1,000 
of  population— 1 '53. 

Diseases  prevalent— Measles  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  Scarlet  Fever. 

Period — Summer  Months. 

What  Action  taken  h — See  Annual  Report.  Any  Schools  closed  1 
— -.Seven  :  see  Report. 

What  is  the  Character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  None ; 
but  the  Authority  has  the  privilege  of  sending  patients  to 
the  Southport  Fever  Hospital. 

Patients  treated  in  Hospital — None. 

Deaths  in  Hospital — None,  From  what  Causes  ] — None, 


Disinfection — Under  directions  of  Officers. 

Apparatus  used  1— None. 

Notification  Act  in  force  ? — Yes.  No.  of  Cases  notified — •231. 

What  is  the  character  of  House  Accommodation  ? — Good  on  the 
whole,  but  cottage  property  n<  eded  in  parts  of  the  District. 

How  many  Back-to-back  Houses  ? — Impossible  to  say,  but  very 
few. 

What  Action  has  been  taken  under  “The  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890'?” — Four  Houses  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

W  ater  supply — 41*92  per  cent,  supplied  by  public  service,  the 
remainder  by  deep  and  shallow  wells  and  rain-water  tanks. 

Drainage-  One  half-mile  of  sewer  in  Aughton ;  cesspools  through 
the  rest  of  the  District. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  1  By  Sanitary  Authority 
or  Contract  'i— Done  by  tenants. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? — Removed  by  tenants. 

Canal  Boats — Inspected  and  found  satisfactory  ;  see  Report. 

Bakehouses — Satisfactory  at  times  of  visits. 

Slaughter  Houses — Satisfactory  at  times  of  visits. 

Lodging  Houses — live.  Are  they  registered  ? — Yes. 

Are  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Miikshops  inspected  ? — Yes,  and 
their  condition  found  satisfactory. 

Have  any  Regulations  been  made  by  your  Authority  under  the 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  *? — No. 

Have  the  Factories  and  Workshops  been  inspected,  and  with  what 
result  1 — There  are  none. 

Offensive  Trades — There  are  none, 
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Sale  of  Food  and)  No.  of  Samples  purchased — 14. 

Drugs  Act.  J  Prosecutions — 1. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption — None.  Amount  seized — 

None. 

River  Pollution— Less  than  in  former  years. 

Any  Special  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  daring  the  year  ] 
— Several  on  School  Closure. 

Department  of  Inspectors /'No.  of  Notices  served — 236. 

of  Nuisances  (No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken — 3 

o  i  (No.  of  Observations — 16. 

K  m0  ve  (No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken — None. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — (a)  “  The  Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  1890  V’ — Yes;  (b)  “The  Public  Health 
Amendment  Act,  1890  V’ — Yes. 

Has  any  Special  Action  been  taken  in  respect  of  Cholera  ? — All 
persons  arriving  in  the  District  who  travelled  on  ships  from 
Cholera  ports  have  been  followed  up. 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


ORMSKIRK  UNION  RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  now  beg  to  submit  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report, 
which  is  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1893,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  laying  the  same  before  the  above-named  Authority, 
showing  in  detail  the  number  of  matters  dealt  with  in  each 
Township  as  they  have  come  under  my  notice,  viz  : — 

The  number  of  nuisances  from  various  sources. 

Water  Certificates  under  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 
Premises  occupied  in  contravention  of  the  said  Act. 

Other  supplies  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Water  Analysis  from  Old  and  New  Wells,  also  Rain  Water  Tanks* 
Restorations  and  Additions. 

Premises  closed  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890. 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Bake-houses. 

Registration  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order, 
1885. 

Legal  Proceedings  taken. 

And  number  of  Notices  served. 

As  previously  reported  in  each  case  of  water  supply  for  new 

premises,  if  from  a  well  the  water  has  been  duly  analysed  and  a 

certificate  granted  if  it  have  been  found  fit  for  domestic  use  ,  if 

otherwise  the  Authority  has  declined  to  grant  a  certificate  until 

a  satisfactory  supply  has  been  provided. 

0 

Certificates  have  also  been  granted  for  rainwater  supplies 
where  cisterns  have  been  provided  of  such  capacity  as  to  con¬ 
tain  1,000  gallons  per  house— this  being  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Authority  on  August  23rd,  1888.  At 
the  same  time  the  Southport  Company’s  water  was  recommended 
by  the  Authority  where  it  was  possible  to  obtain  such  a  supply. 
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It  will  be  seen  on  the  reading  of  my  report  that  the  said 
Company  have  again  promised  to  extend  their  mains  in  four 
different  portions  of  my  district  to  the  extent  of  about  5f 
miles  in  length. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  of  the  Company’s  water  in  the  townships  which 
their  mains  run  through. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  request  the  owners 
of  property,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  provide  an 
available  supply  of  wholesome  water  for  domestic  use  for  the 
inmates  of  80  dwellings. 

Out  of  that  number  16  were  available  to  the  Company’s  mains, 
23  waiting  for  the  extension  of  mains,  1  from  a  new  well,  the 
water  being  reported  “usable”  after  being  analysed,  2  from  rain¬ 
water  tanks,  6  waiting  results  after  completion  of  new  wells,  and 
32  results  of  inquiry  for  public  service. 

Analyses. — Samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  from 
supplies  provided  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875  and  1878 
Out  of  52  samples  of  water  anatysed,  4  passed,  5  conditionally 
4  accepted  temporarily,  and  39  condemned. 

With  respect  to  the  premises  occupied  in  contravention  of  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  the  houses  were  subsequently 
supplied  from  an  old  well,  the  water  having  been  previously 
passed  as  a  “  usable  ”  water. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885. — It 
will  be  seen  that  four  applications  were  made  for  registration 
which  received  attention,  the  premises  being  in  conformity  with 
the  Act,  and  having  a  supply  of  the  Company’s  water  thereon. 
Registration  was  granted. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.— There 
have  been  four  dwellings  closed  under  the  said  Act. 

The  number  of  Notices  served  from  time  to  time  was  236.  In 
a  number  of  cases  the  Authority  allowed  an  extension  of  time 
wherein  to  furnish  the  necessary  provisions.  Failing  to  comply, 
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lggal  proceedings  were  ordered,  and  in  three  cases  it  has  been 
necessary  to  take  such  proceedings  to  enforce  compliance  with 
the  Public  Health  Act. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ALTCAR. 

With  respect  to  this  Township  there  has  been  no  case  of  com¬ 
plaint,  with  the  exception  of  one  suspicious  water  supply.  A 
sample  was  therefore  obtained  from  the  well  and  analysed,  the 
result  being  “usable,  but  hard.” 

TOWNSHIP  OF  AUGHTON. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  deficient  and  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Cesspool  deficient,  want  of  access  and  ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Privies  and  ashpits  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dense  black  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  .  ...  15 

Ashpits  dilapidated,  deficient,  and  filthy  .  10 

Sink  outlets  connected  with  drains  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ditches  or  Watercourses  in  a  foul  state  ...  ...  ...  3 


Overflow  pipes  attached  to  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dwelling  not  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  dilapidated  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Boundary  brook  in  a  foul  state  (deposits  of  refuse)  ...  1 

Manure  deposit  .  1 

Privies  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains  deficient,  stopped,  and  ua trapped  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yards  flooded  with  sewage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privy  too  near  dwelling,  and  want  of  ashpit  ...  ...  1 

Pigs  kept  too  near  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Middenstead  deficient  and  too  near  duelling  ...  ...  1 

Bath  outlets  connected  with  drains  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  ventilation  to  soil  pipe  from  W.C.  .  1 

Disused  well  or  rain  water  cistern  foul  in  basement  of  house  1 


Total 


•  •  ♦ 


80 
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S  ewerage. — Town-end  Sewer. 

The  Mud-baskets  and  Manholes  have  been  cleaned  out  as 
required,  and  the  length  of  Sewer  flushed. 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of 
the  following  number  of  new  houses,  the  supplies 


being  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Southport  Co.’s  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Analyses. 

The  following  number  of  samples  have  been  obtained 
and  aualysed,  viz.  : — 

Old  Weils  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  results  were  leported  “unfit  for  use.’' 

Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses .  (Nil) 

Registered  Slaughter-houses  ..  .  (Nil) 

Bake-houses  .  1 


On  visiting  these  premises  I  found  them  in  a  satisfactory  state. 
Legal  Proceedings  have  not  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

o  O  J 

Public  Water  Supplies. 

The  total  number  of  supplies  from  the  Southport  Co.’s 
mains  in  the  township  on  December  25th  being  512, 
and  from  the  Ormskirk  Local  Board  61,  making  the 


total  number  573. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BICKERSTAFFE. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Dram  stoppage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ditches  or  watercourses  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Gutter  fil’hy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dilapidated  roofs  and  spouts  of  dwellings  .  6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  67 

Restorations  and  additions  to  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water  -Certificates  . (Ml) 

,,  Analyses — Samples  analysed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Results  as  follows,  viz.  : — Two  were  usable,  “one 
temporarily  from  an  experimental  boring,”  and 
eleven  were  condemned  as  “  unfit  for  use.” — As 
there  are  only  nine  wells  from  which  the  thirteen 
samples  were  obtained,  I  may  explain  the  cause 
of  so  many  analyses  being  necessary. 

On  the  owners  being  informed  of  the  results  the  wells 
were  cleaned  out  and  further  protection  made, 
trusting  that  the  work  would  prove  successful. 

I  now  report  the  wells  in  order,  the  number  of  samples 
from  each  well,  and  the  initials  of  the  several 
owners  of  such  wells. 


Samples 

Wells. 

I.  T . 

1 

Usable 

0.  w. 

1 

T.  &  C.  C.  ... 

1 

“  Unfit  for  use  ” 

1 

M.  R . 

2 

55  55 

N.  W. 

1 

W.  F . 

2 

55  55 

0.  w. 

1 

G.  C.  H . 

1 

5  5  5  5 

55 

1 

M.  H . 

3 

5  5  5  5 

55 

1 

J.  S . 

1 

Usable 

55 

1 

M.  R . 

1 

“  Unfit  for  use  ” 

55 

1 

G.  C.  H . 

1 

13 

55  >5 

S' 

$ 

1 

9 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  report  the  difficulty  there  is  in 
this  portion  of  the  township  to  provide  a  wholesome  supply  of 
water  by  the  construction  of  wells;  it  is  therefore  considered 
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necessary  that  a  public  supply  should  be  provided,  and  for  that 
purpose  an  enquiry  is  to  be  made  as  to  the  best  source  of  obtain¬ 
ing  such  supply. 

Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses .  (Nil) 

Registered  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  (Nil) 

Bake-houses  .  2 

These  premises  were  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visit. 
Dairies,  Cowshed,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Application  for  Registration  ...  ...  ...  ..  (Nil) 

Legal  Proceedings. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  one  case,  for 
allowing  a  patient  to  expose  himself  on  the  highway  while 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  Order  made  by  the 
magistrates  for  40s.  and  costs. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BISPHAM. 

I  have  nothing  to  report  with  respect  to  this  township,  no 
cause  of  complaint  having  come  under  my  notice,  neither  has  any 
complaint  been  laid. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BURSCOUGH. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Privies  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ashpits  dilapidated,  deficient,  and  hlthy  ...  ...  ...  3 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Spouts  dilapidated,  causing  dampness ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yard  in  a  foul  state  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

Privies  dilapidated,  deficient,  and  filthy 

Want  of  privies  and  ashpits  ...  •  ••  •••  •••  ^ 

Want  of  ashpits...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2 

Premises  in  a  fithy  state 

Want  of  sufficient  means  of  ventilation  .  3 

Windows  of  dwellings  dilapidated...  ...  3 

Privies  deficient  and  filthy,  abutting  dwellings  .  2 

Privy  dilapidated  and  filthy  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  manure  on  canal  bank  ...  1 
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Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificates  have  been  granted  to  the  following 
number  of  new  houses,  the  supplies  being  as  follows,  viz. : — 

New  well  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rain  water  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

8 


Water  Analysis. 

The  following  number  of  samples  have  been  obtained  and 
analysed,  viz.  : — 3. 

New  wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Spring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

In  one  case  a  “first-class  water,'’  in  another  “usable/’  and 
one  “  unfit  for  use.” 

Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses .  (Nil) 

Registered  Slaughter-houses  .  (Ml) 

Bake-houses  .  3 


These  premises  were  found  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visits. 


Legal  Proceedings  . 

TOWNSHIP  OF  DOWNHOLLAND. 
Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use 
Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ... 

Premises  in  a  foul  state 
Open  gutter  filthy  ... 

Cesspool  dilapidated  and  filthy 

Privy  dilapidated,  deficient,  and  in  a  filthy  state... 


(Ml) 


2 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water — Certificates  . /  Ml) 


Water  Analyses. 

The  following  number  of 
and  analysed,  viz.  ; — 

New  Wells  2. 

Old  Wells  2. 


samples  have  been  obtained 


«  •  * 


•  •  • 


4 
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In  the  case  of  the  old  well,  a  second  sample  was 
analysed  after  cleaning  out,  which  proved  “  unfit 
for  use.”  One  of  the  new  wells  was  a  good 
water,  and  the  other  was  condemned  as  “unfit  for 
use.” 


TOWNSHIP  OF  FORM  BY. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Deposits  of  ashpit  refuse  on  roads  ...  ...  ...  7 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Privy  abutting  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  ventilation  to  privies  and  ashpits  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  trap  to  sink  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  dilapidated  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sink  outlet  connected  with  drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  too  near  dwellings  and  defective  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drain  untrapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  deficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashpits  defective  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  and  ashpit  too  near  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  traps  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspool  overflowing  (pipe  attached)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  defective  and  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  defective  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deficient  foul  air  pipes  to  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Trap  connected  with  drain  defective  ...  ...  1 

Soil  pipe  disconnected  from  drain  ...  ...  1 

Deposit  of  night  soil  in  contravention  of  By-Laws  ...  ...  1 

Ditches  or  watercourses  in  a  filthy  state  .  3 


Total 


i  4  i 
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So 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the 

following  number  of  new  houses,  the  supplies  being  as 
follows,  viz. 

Southport  Co.’s  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Contravention  of  the  said  Act...  ...  ...  ...  (Nil) 

Water  Analyses. 

Nine  samples  have  been  obtained  and  analysed,  and  in 
eight  casqs  the  water  was  condemned  as  “not  fit  for 
use  the  ninth  being  accepted  temporarily,  viz.  : — 

Old  Wells  ...  " . 8 

New  Wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  .  2 

These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  cleardy  state,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  Act. 

Registered  Slaughter  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

On  visiting  these  premises  I  have  found  them  satis¬ 
factorily  clean. 

Bake  Houses . 7 

These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Act, 
du*ring  the  year. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Act,  1885. 

Application  for  Registration . (Nil) 

The  following  orders  were  made  so  as  to  enforce  owners 
to  comply  with  water  notices,  vie.  : — 

If  water  be  not  turned  on  in  14  days,  obtain  order  to  close 
well 

If  water  be  not  turned  on  in  14  days,  the  Authority  provide 
supply  and  apply  for  costs  thereof 

If  water  be  not  on  in  7  days,  the  Authority  provide  and 
apply  for  costs  of  same 


The  orders  in  each  case  were  complied  with,  therefore  it 
was  not  necessary  for  the  Authority  to  proceed, 
under  the  section  of  (Water)  Act  referring  thereto. 


1 

4 

1 

6  / 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  again  report  the  increase  of 
supplies  in  this  township  during  the  year  of  the  Company’s 
Water,  the  number  being,  on  the  25th  December,  972,  an  increase 
through  the  year  of  58. 

Deposits  of  Ashpit  Defuse  on  Roads. 

As  such  deposits  were  becoming  a  very  common  occurrence, 
and  a  nuisance,  I  recommended  that  notices  be  printed 
and  posted  through  the  township,  prohibiting  further 
deposits,  which  was  granted,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report 
such  notices  proved  successful. 

Manure  and  Corporation  Refuse. 

Special  attention  has  been  given,  and  periodical  visits  made 
to  the  various  railway  stations  and  places  of  deposits  on 
farmsteads.  The  consignees  and  station  masters  have 
also  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  sections  of  Bye¬ 
laws  referring  thereto,  so  as  to  prevent  nuisances 
arising  therefrom,  at  places  mentioned  above  in  the 
township.  The  company’s  servants  therefore  took  the 
precaution  by  forwarding  as  early  as  possible  notices  to 
the  consignees  of  any  waggon  on  its  arrival ;  this 
brought  about  a  speedy  removal  from  the  stations,  and 
greater  care  also  taken  in  carting  along  the  roads  to 


the  farmsteads. 

TOWNSHIP  OP  HALS  ALL. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  .  6 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Privy  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  without  ashpits  abutting  dwellings  ...  ...  2 

Privies  and  ashpits  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cesspool  filthy  ...  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  1 

Privies  dilapidated,  without  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Storm  water  drain  stopped,  causing  flooding  ...  ...  1 

Gutters  and  middens  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dfitch  or  watercourse  in  a  filthy  state  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total 


t  «  » 


*90 


44 
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Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1875. 

W  ATER, — C  ertificate  was  granted  to  one  house,  the  supply 
being  rain  wa'er. 


Water  Analysis. 

Four  samples  have  been  obtained  and  analysed,  and  in 
one  case  the  water  was  “  unfit  for  use,”  two  usable,  • 
if  covered  and  pumps  affixed,  and  one  allowed 
temporarily  until  the  Cods  main  is  laid,  the 
premises  to  be  then  supplied  by  the  Co.’s  water, 
and  another  “unfit  for  use.” 

Old  wells  ...  ...  . .  q 

New  well  ......  i 

Total  .  4 


Referring  to  my  last  Annual  Report,  it  will  be  seen  that  I 
stated  the  only  course  open  for  supplying  the  dwellings  along  the 
route  from  the  boundary  of  Ainsdale  to  Halsall  Hall  would  be  by 
the  means  of  a  public  service,  and  am  now  pleased  to  report  that 
the  Directors  of  the  Southport  Waterworks  Co.  have  promised 
to  extend  their  main  along  the  aforesaid  route,  and  I  shall  be 
therefore  please  1  to  state  in  my  next  Annual  Report  that  the 
inmates  of  such  dwellings  are  then  receiving  their  supply  from 
the  Co.’s  service.  With  respect  to  another  portion  of  this  Town¬ 
ship,  on  visiting  the  same  I  found  the  best  means  of  improving 
the  much-needed  water  supply  would  be  by  appealing  to  the 
said  company.  I  subsequently  waited  upon  the  manager  (Mr. 
Rofe),  and  after  my  explanation  he  promised  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Directors,  and,  in  reply,  informed  me  that  this  exten¬ 
sion  would  receive  attention  as  early  as  possible. 

Corporation  Refuse. 


Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  the  said  refuse  being 
imported  for  the  purpose  of  road  making  to  the  farm¬ 
steads  on  the  Moss  land,  special  visits  and  inspections 
were  made  of  the  aforesaid  refuse,  but  on  no  occasion 
was  anything  found  of  a  deleterious  nature. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  HESKETH-WITH-BECCONSALL. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Privy,  without  ashpit,  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Privy  dilapidated,  a  d  want  of  ashpit,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dwelling  dilapi  lated  and  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Wane  of  privy  and  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  dilapidated  and  filthy...  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Roofs  of  dwelling-houses  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deposit  of  house  refuse  on  road  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ditches  or  watercourses  in  a  hlthy  state...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


29 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

W^ter — Certificates  . 

,,  Analysis  . 


(Nil) 


Lbgal  Proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case  to  enforce  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Act,  and  an  o:der  was  made  to  comply 
with  notice  in  14  days,  and  costs  allowed. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  LYDIATE. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drain  stoppage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ditches  or  watercourses  filth v  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  manure  ...  ...  ...  1 


16 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878.  — 

Water — Certificates  ...  ...  .  (Nil) 

Water  Analysis. 


One  sample  was  obtained  and  analysed  from  an  old  well 
after  cleansing  and  restoration,  which  was  accepted 
temporarily. 


Bake-house 


1 


These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state  during 
the  year. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  MAGHULL. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Privy  abuiting  dwelling  and  without  ashpit  ...  ...  1 

Sink  outlets  untrapped  and  connected  with  drain  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Pit  in  a  foul  state  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Privy  abutting  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  I 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 

Dwelling  in  a  damp  state  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Privies  in  a  dilapidated  state  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tank  or  well  under  floor  of  dwelling  in  a  foul  state  ...  1 

Urinals  and  surroundings  filthy  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  manure  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slopping  and  spilling  night  soil  on  road  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  20 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water. — Certificate  has  been  granted  in  respect  of  one  new 
house,  the  supply  being  as  follows,  viz.  : — Southport  Co. 

Water  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  (Nil) 

Kegistered  Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  (Nil) 

,,  Slaughter-houses . (Nil) 

« 

Bake-house  .  1 

These  premises  have  been  kept  clean  and  satisfactory  during 
the  year,  Southport  Co.’s  water  thereon. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885. 
Applications  for  Registration 


Premises  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visit  and  supplied  with 
Southport  Co.’s  water. 


(Nil ) 


Legal  Proceedings 


tii 


•  •  t 


t  •  t 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  MELLING. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  Water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  dilapidated  without  ashpit  and  abutting  dwelling  ...  1 

Dwelling  damp  caused  by  flooding  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  8 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water.— Certif  cates  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the 
following  number  of  new  houses,  the  supplies  being  as 
follows,  viz. 


Old  well 


4 


Contraventions  of  the  said  Act  .  4 


Premises  subsequently  provided  with  a  wholesome  supply 
of  water. 

Water  Analysis. 

One  sample  of  water  was  obtained  from  a  new  well  and 
analysed  which  was  condemned  as  “  unfit  for  use.” 

Registered  Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  (Nil) 

„  Slaughter-houses  .  (Nil) 

Bake-houses  . (Nil) 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885. 

Application  for  Registration  ...  ...  ...  ( Nil ) 

With  respect  to  the  water  supply  of  this  township,  as  there 
was  a  possibility  of  the  said  township  losing  its  water 
supply,  owing  to  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  establishing 
a  water  works  therein,  a  special  inspection  was  made  and 
it  was  found  that  a  small  portion  of  the  wells  had 
already  suffered  by  the  experimental  boring.  The  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  considered  it  wise  to  be  represented 
at  the  Local  Government  Board  inquiry,  held  at  St. 
Helens  on  the  12th  December  last,  when  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement  was  made, 
whereby  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  can  demand 
from  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  a  supply  of  water  for  such 
township  whenever  the  same  may  be  considered  necessary. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  NORTH  MEOLS  (BANKS  &  CROSSENS). 
Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privy  abutting  dwelling-house  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W  ant  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dilapidated  roofs  of  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  and  ashpits  in  a  foul  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privies  dilapidated  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dwellings  in  a  damp  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

16 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water* — Certificates  have  been  granted  in  accordance  with  the 
Act  in  respect  of  the  following  number  of  new  houses 
supplies  being  as  follows  : — 

Southport  Company’s  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  Analysis  .  (Nil) 

Registered  Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  .  (Nil) 

,,  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  (Nil) 

Bake-houses . (Nil) 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885. 

Applications  for  registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  satisfactory  at  time  of  visit,  and  provided  with 
the  Southport  Company’s  Water  in  each  case. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  RUFFORD. 

I  have  nothing  to  report  with  respect  to  this  township,  no 
cause  of  complaint  having  come  under  my  notice,  neither  has 
any  complaint  been  aid. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  SCARISBRICK. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  15 

Want  of  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  of  dwelling-house  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  dilapidated,  without  ashpits,  middens  filthy  ...  10 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  in  want  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deficient  and  filthy  ashpit  to  privy  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roof  of  dwelling  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspool  filthy  and  without  access  or  ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Drains  and  traps  deficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ditches  or  watercourses  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


51 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water — Certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (Nil} 

,,  — Analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

The  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  eight  wells, 
in  one  case  a  second  sample  was  analysed  after 
cleansing  and  restoration,  the  results  of  the  above 
number  of  analyses  being  “  unfit  for  use”. 


Registered  Common  Lodging-houses  ... 

,,  Slaughter-houses 
Bake-house . 


(Nil) 

(Nil) 

1 


These  premises  were  satisfactory  at  the  time  of  visit. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885. 
Application  for  registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( Ml) 


Order  for  Legal  Proceedings,  viz.  : — 

If  notice  to  disinfect  and  cleanse  be  not  complied  with  ...  1 

The  notice  being  subsequently  complied  with  proceedings 
were  not  necessary. 
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Owing  to  the  large  number  of  wells  inspected,  and  of  analyses 
made,  it/  was  observed  that  it  would  be  a  difficulty  to  provide  a 
better  supply  from  wells  if  sunk.  I  therefore  brought  it  under 
the  notice  of  Mr.  Rofe,  the  Manager  to  the  Southport  Company, 
and  asked  him  to  kindly  take  it  into  consideration  and  lay  it 
before  the  Directors  at  their  next  meeting,  and  was  subsequently 
informed  that  they  had  agreed  to  lay  an  extension  of  their  water 
mains  as  asked  for,  in  two  portions  of  the  township.  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  on  each  occasion  I  have  asked  the  Company’s  con. 
si  deration  for  an  extension  of  water  main  in  the  district  it  has 
been  acceded  to,  trusting  to  have  the  said  extensions  laid  as 
early  as  possible,  and  a  wholesome  supply  of  water  in  circulation. 

Corporation  Refuse. 

As  this  class  of  refuse  has  been  used  for  road  making  on  the 
Moss  roads  leading  to  farmsteads,  special  visits  and 
inspections  were  made  so  as  to  prevent  nuisances  arising 
therefrom.  On  each  occasion,  the  refuse  was  dry  and 
free  from  decomposition. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SIMONS  WOOD. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

Water — Certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (Nil) 

Water  Analyses. — Samples  of  \'ater  have  been  obtained  and 
analysed  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Old  Wells  . 2 

In  each  case  the  result  was  “  unfit  for  use.’’ 

TOWNSHIP  OF  TARLETON. 

Nuisances. 

Want  of  access  and  ventilation  to  cesspool  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drain  Stoppage  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  5 

Privies  dilapidated  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Want  of  privy  accommodation  ...  . .,  ...  2 
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Want  of  drains  for  house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Insufficient  storm  water  drain  causing  dampness  ...  1 

Middenstead  too  near  dwelling-houses  in  a  filthy  state  ...  1 

Ashpits  deficient  and  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gutters  filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Want  of  ashpit  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  spouts  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  and  deposit  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ditches  or  watercourses  filthy  ..  ...  .  .  .,.  5 

Total  ...  44 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 


Water — Certificates  .  .  (Nil) 

Application  made  in  one  case,  supply  being  rain  water,  but 
on  examining  cistern  or  tank,  found  the  same  defective 
and  on  the  water  being  analysed  was  condemned  as 
“not  fit  for  use,”  therefore  the  certificate  was  not  granted. 

Registered  Common  Lodging-houses  . .  3 

These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  free 
from  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

,,  Slaughter-houses .  ...  (Nil) 

Bake-houses  . 1 

Found  premises  satisfactory  at  time  of  visit  and  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Act. 

Legal  Proceedings  were  ordered  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

If  work  be  not  completed  in  1 4  days  legal  proceedings 

be  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

As  the  notice  was  not  complied  with  proceedings  were 
taken,  and  an  order  made  to  comply  with  notice  in 
a  month,  costs  being  allowed. 

If  nuisance  be  not  abated  at  once  proceedings  he  taken  1 

2 

In  this  case  proceedings  were  not  necessary,  the  nuisance 
being  abated  forthwith. 


I  now  give  in  Table  Form  the  total  number  of  matters  dealt 
with  in  each  Township  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  part  of  my 
Report. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  CANAL  BOATS. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ormskirk  Union 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  1st  February,  1894. 

Gentlemen, 

As  in  former  years,  this  Report  is  written  in 
the  form  of  answers  to  the  questions  put  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 

1.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  inspection  of  boats, 
and  the  remuneration  of  the  Inspector  1 

The  Inspector  usually  boards  the  boat  when  on  a  voyage 
and  when  the  occupants  are  unprepared  for  his  visit,  but  also 
inspects  boats  which  he  finds  tied  up.  There  is  no  separate 
salary  paid  for  the  work. 

2.  What  was  the  number  of  boats  inspected  during  1893,  and 
the  condition  of  the  boats  and  their  occupants  as  regards  the 
matters  dealt  with  by  the  Acts  and  Regulations  ? 

Fifty-one  boats  were  inspected.  The  condition  of  the 
boats  and  their  occupants,  taken  as  a  whole,  was  very  good. 
One  boat  is  described  as  being  “very  clean,”  the  condition  of 
twenty-two  as  “  very  good,”  seven  as  “  very  fair,”  two  as  “  fail-, 
but  rough,”  one  as  “  very  foul,'5  and  one  as  “  locked  up,”  the 
persons  in  charge  being  absent. 

3.  Were  there  any  infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations 

with  regard  to 

(a)  Registration  ?  None. 

( b )  Notification  of  change  of  master  ?  None. 

(c)  Absence  of  certificates'?  The  “Hannah,”  617,  of  Liverpool, 
was  without  certificate  on  the  16th  November,  but  this  was 
forwarded  by  the  owner  for  inspection  on  the  21st.  The 
“Jubilee,”  629,  of  Litherland,  was  without  certificate  on 
the  16th  November;  this  hoc  being  forthcoming,  you 
ordered  the  prosecution  of  the  master,  but  though  search 
has  been  made,  the  Inspector  has  not  been  able  to  discover 
his  whereabouts. 
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( d )  Marking  ?  None. 

( e )  Overcrowding  1  None. 

(/)  Separation  of  sexes  ?  None. 

(?)  Cleanliness  and  ventilation  1  “  No.  4,”  registered  as  69,  of 
Wigan,  was  found  on  the  4th  December  to  be  in  a  foul 
state  from  having  sprung  a  leak  and  making  bilge  water. 

(h)  Removal  of  bilge  water  ?  See  answer  to  last. 

(i)  Notification  of  infections  disease  %  None. 

(j)  Refusal  of  Admittance  to  Inspector  ?  None. 

4.  A  hat  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  such 
infringements,  and  what  penalties  were  inflicted  1  None. 

5.  What  other  steps  wrere  taken  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
Acts  and  Regulations  in  regard  to  such  infringements  ? 
Notice  was  served  on  the  Norley  Coal  and  Cannel  Company, 
of  Wigan,  to  put  boat  “  No.  4  '  in  a  proper  state,  but  up  to  the 
present  no  certificate  stating  that  this  has  been  done  has 
been  received.  See  also  the  answer  to  question  3,  section  (e). 

6.  A  hat  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  dealt  with,  and  what 
means  of  isolation  were  adopted  ?  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
Under  the  date  of  the  2nd  November  there  is  the  following- 

O 

note  by  the  Inspjctor  concerning  a  visit  paid  with  the 
Medical  Officer  to  the  house  of  Roger  Mawdsley,  Weaver 
House  Bridge,  Halsall,  on  the  30th  of  October.  Roger 
Mawdsley  is  the  master  and  owner  of  the  “Elizabeth  Ann,” 
752,  of  Liverpool — the  boat  described  in  the  answer  to 
question  2  as  being  very  clean — and  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  known  to  exist  in  his  house.  “  Visited  dwelling  with 
Medical  Officer  on  the  3Uth  October  and  found  same  locked 
up.  On  inquiry,  1  was  informed  that  the  occupants  had 
gone  towards  Liverpool  in  the  boat  with  the  children. 
Wrote  same  day  to  Chief  Inspector  A  ilson  informing  him 
thereof.  On  the  evening  of  the  31st  October  1  received 


reply  stating  that  he  had  found  the  boat,  which  was  laden 
with  manure  and  going  to  start  for  Ormskirk  at  once. 
“Captain  ”  Mawdsley  stated  that  the  boat  was  going  to  be 
disinfected  and  cleaned  as  soo  1  as  she  got  home.  If  the  boat 
had  been  staying  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  would  have  seen  the  work 
done.  On  the  1st  November  I  visited  Halsall,  but  could 
hear  no  tidings  of  the  boat.  Visited  again  on  the  2nd 
November,  and  found  the  mother  and  children  at  home- 
On  examining  the  children  I  found  the  hands  of  one  child 
“peeling.”  I  then  went  after  the  boat  and  found  her  being 
unloaded  at  Scarisbrick  Bridge,  and  ordered  her  to  be 
fumigated  after  she  was  discharged  On  the  3rd  November 
I  visited  her  again  for  that  purpose,  and  witnessed  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  the  (bed)  chaff,  and  fumigation  of  the  boat  and  other 
articles,  which  was  satisfactorily  done.  Reported  the  case 
to  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  9th  November,  who,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer,  ordered  pro¬ 
ceedings.” 

For  reasons  stated  to  yourselves  and  the  Chief  Inspector 
under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  legal  proceedings  were  not  taken. 

7.  What  boats  were  detained  for  cleansing  and  disinfection  ? 
See  the  answer  to  the  last  question. 

We  are,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

HERBERT  PECK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

JAMES  PEACH, 

Inspector  of  Canal  Boats. 


